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Background & Methodology

The Effects of the 2026 Iran War on Public Morale in Israel

On Thursday, February 26, 2026, a study was launched to examine public attitudes in Israel on a range of issues.
The study included several items designed to measure national morale and individuals’ sense of personal
security.

Data collection was completed on March 3, 2026, allowing us to examine the effects of the war on these items.
The final sample included 3,217 respondents, all Israeli citizens aged 18 and above. More than half of the
respondents completed the survey by Friday night (prior to the outbreak of hostilities), while more than one
thousand respondents completed it after the outbreak of the conflict.

The sample was collected using quota sampling and subsequently weighted to represent the adult Israeli
population in terms of gender, age, religion, region of residence, and vote choice in the 25th Knesset elections.

The statistical weighting of the sample was conducted separately for respondents who completed the survey
before the war and those who completed it after the outbreak of the war, in order to ensure the validity of
the comparison. The margin of sampling error is +4.2 percentage points at a 95% confidence level.
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The Effects of the 2026 Iran War on Public Morale in Israel

Sense of Personal Security

To what extent are you concerned for your personal
safety and your life?

100%
Sharp Increase in Concern

for Personal Safety 90%

80%

Prior to the outbreak of the
70%

war, about 22% of Israelis 225
reported a high level of ‘ o0%
concern for their personal 50%
safety. Following the outbreak = 232 109,
of hostilities, the share of .
respondents expressing such o o o
concerns surged to nearly half | o
of Israelis (approximately 45%). 123 o v
9.5 0%
Before the outbreak of the war After the outbreak of the war
Not at all concerned Very slightly concerned  Slightly concerned
“ Moderately concerned M Highly concerned B Very highly concerned
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The Effects of the 2026 Iran War on Public Morale in Israel

Fear for National Security

Increase in Concern for
National Security

Nearly 50% of Israelis report
high levels of concern for the
security of the state following
the outbreak of the war,
compared with about one-
third who expressed high
concern prior to the war.
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To what extent are you concerned about the security

of the State of Israel?
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National Morale and Optimism

We would now like you to think about the future of the State of Israel. To what extent are you
pessimistic or optimistic about the future of Israel over the next decade?

Pre War Post War Outbreak

23.0

52.2

24.9

28.9

g ok - Very e c e Very
= Very Pessimistic Half/Half Optimistic [ A Very Pessimistic Half/Half Optimistic m - N
Pessimistic 3 Optimistic - Pessimistic P = Optimistic

Rise in Optimism About the Country’s Future. Despite the sharp increase in concerns about security, there has also been a significant rise in
optimism regarding the country’s future. Prior to the outbreak of the war, about 37% of Israelis expressed optimism about the future of the state,
compared with a similar share who expressed pessimism. Following the outbreak of the war, the share of those optimistic about Israel’s future

agam rises to roughly half of the Israeli public, compared with about one-quarter who express pessimism.
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The Effects of the 2026 Iran War on Public Morale in Israel

Attitudes Toward the Attack

On Saturday morning (February 28), Israel and
the United States launched an attack against
various targets in Iran, which responded by
initiating a missile attack against Israel. What is
your position regarding the attack against Iran?

The chart presents the distribution
of respondents who began the
survey after the outbreak of the

attack on Iran on Saturday, February

28 (N=1,012).

Nearly two-thirds of Israelis (about
63%) support the attack against
Iran, compared with 24% who
oppose it (the vast majority of
whom are Arab citizens).

About 13% remain undecided.
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